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INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-08 COME-00 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-04 H-OI INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-0 1 PRS-OI 
SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-06 10-13 ACDA-07 /086 W 

I4I806Z 026549/43 

R 141745ZMAR77 
PM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6474 
INEO USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BERT, IN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMCONSUL PRANKPURT 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 

CONPIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OP 02 BONN 04539 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PGOV, US, GE, GW 

SUBJECT: GDR BLOCKS ENTRY OF VISITORS TO THE LEIPZIG 
PAIR 

1 . THE WEST GERMAN PRESS OVER THE WEEKEND, AND PAR- 
TICULARLY TODAY, HAS HEADLINED THE FACT THAT EAST GERMAN 
BORDER PERSONNEL REPUSED ENTRY TO ABOUT 170 FRG AND 
WEST BERLIN RESIDENTS WHO WISHED TO ENTER THE GDR TO 
ATTEND THE LEIPZIG PAIR. THE CATEGORIES OP RESIDENTS 
DENIED ENTRY WERE (I) PERSONS WHO HAD RECENTLY EMIGRATED 
PROM THE GDR AND (2) PERSONS WHO HAD RELATIVES IN EAST 
GERMANY APPLYING POR EMIGRATION. 
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2. THESE MEASURES CONTINUE THE RECENT TREND OP EAST 
GERMAN ACTIONS AGAINST CERTAIN WESTERNERS WISHING TO 
VISIT THE GDR AND EAST BERLIN, SUCH ACTIONS INCLUDING NOT 
ONLY DENIALS OP ENTRY BUT, AS REPORTED SEPARATELY, FEES 
POR "THE USAGE OP ROADS." 
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3. DURING RECENT DISCUSSIONS, ERG OEEICIALS IN THE 
INNER-GERMAN MINISTRY (WEICHERT) AND IN THE EOREIGN 
OEFICE (MEYER-LANDRUT) HAVE TOLD US THAT THE ERG REMAINS 
UNCERTAIN HOW TO COUNTER THESE EAST GERMAN ACTIONS. 
THERE WAS A SENIOR LEVEL ERG POLICY REVIEW (BONN'S 
04456), BUT NO DECISIONS HAVE YET BEEN TAKEN. 

4. WEICHERT BELIEVES THAT THE ERG PROBABLY CANNOT DO 
ANYTHING THAT WILL PERSUADE OR COMPEL THE GDR TO REVERSE 
SUCH MEASURES AS THE ROAD USAGE FEE. HE SAID THAT 
CONTINGENCY PLANNING DOES NOT APPEAR USEEUL EOR DEALING 
WITH GDR ACTIONS THAT ARISE OUT OF THE REGIME'S BASIC 
CONCERN ABOUT ITS OWN STABILITY. MEYER-LANDRUT ALSO 
SHOWED HIMSELE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE POSSIBILITIES EOR 
REVERSING SUCH GDR ACTIONS, BUT HE SAID IT MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE TO MAKE SURE THAT, EOR EXAMPLE, IN EUTURE 
LEIPZIG PAIRS THERE ARE NO SUCH LARGE NUMBERS OP ENTRY 
REFUSALS. 

5. ACCORDING TO WEICHERT, THE GDR WILL ACTUALLY LOSE 
MONEY BY INTRODUCING THE NEW ROAD USAGE FEE. ALTHOUGH 
THE PEE MIGHT BRING IN SOME CASH, IT WILL CUT TRAVEL 
ENOUGH TO MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL DENT IN VISA REVENUES AND 
IN THE TOTALS OP THE COMPULSORY MINIMUM AMOUNTS 
EXCHANGED BY TRAVELERS. MOST IMPORTANT, HE SAID, EAST 
GERMANY WOULD LOSE REVENUES FROM THE LARGE SALES OP 
GASOLINE THAT IT MAKES TO WEST GERMAN DRIVERS. 

6. AS FOR FUTURE SUBJECTS OP NEGOTIATION WITH THE GDR, 
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WEICHERT AND MEYER-LANDRUT GENERALLY CONPIRMED INFOR- 
MATION FART, TER REPORTED BY OUR BERLIN MISSION AND OUR- 
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PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-13 ACDA-07 /086 W 

141806Z 026576/42 

R 141745ZMAR77 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6475 
INFO USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
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SELVES. ONE IMPORTANT EXCEPTION WAS WEICHERT'S OBSER- 
VATION THAT NO PROGRESS CAN NOW BE MADE ON THE HAMBURG 
AUTOBAHN BECAUSE EAST GERMAN ROAD BUILDING CAPACITY IS 
ALREADY OVERSTRAINED (WHICH ACCOUNTS IN PART FOR THE 
DELAYS AND THE INADEQUATE LEVEL OF WORK DONE ON THE 
BERLIN-HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN). 

7. BOTH WEICHERT AND MEYER-LANDRUT MUSED PHILOSOPHICALLY 
ABOUT THE DILEMMA FACING THE ERG IN DEALING WITH GDR 
PINPRICKS: THE ERG CAN RETALIATE, BUT 

RETALIATION ONLY DEEPENS THE DIVISION BETWEEN THE TWO 
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GERMANYS AND PLAYS INTO THE HANDS OF THE "HAWKS" IN THE 
SED. MOREOVER, BOTH OBSERVED THAT THE EAST GERMANS ARE 
BY NO MEANS STOPPING ALL PERSONS IN THE TWO CATEGORIES 
OF GDR EMIGRANTS OR RELATIVES OF WOULD-BE GDR EMIGRANTS. 

8. IT APPEARED QUITE CLEAR TO BOTH THAT THE GDR IS 
STOPPING JUST ENOUGH PEOPLE TO MAKE ITS POINT AND, 
INCIDENTALLY, TO COMPLICATE THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF THE 
ERG IN JUSTIFYING ITS INNER-GERMAN POLICY. THE GDR IS 

NOT, HOWEVER, STOPPING SO MANY THAT IT JEOPARDIZES SUCH 
INTERESTS OF ITS OWN AS LARGE ATTENDANCE AT THE LEIPZIG 
FAIR. 

9. WEICHERT ALSO OBSERVED THAT THE IMPOSITION OF FEES 
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ON EAST GERMAN TRUCKS USING WEST GERMAN ROADS SEEMED 
LIKE A TEMPTING BUT QUESTIONABLE COUNTERMEASURE. HE 
OBSERVED THAT, BECAUSE OF THE SAD STATE OF EAST GERMAN 
RAILWAYS, A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF EAST GERMAN LAND TRADE 
WITH THE ERG TRAVELED BY ROAD AND IN EAST GERMAN 
CARRIERS. HOWEVER, IMPOSITION OF A FEE ON SUCH CARRIERS 
WOULD MERELY HARDEN GDR FINANCIAL DEMANDS IN OTHER AREAS. 

THEREFORE, IT DID NOT SEEM A SENSIBLE OPTION. 

STOESSEL 
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